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Understanding Gulf States’ Strategic Thinking 
Performer: Center for Naval Analyses (CNA) 
Principal Investigator: Bridge Colby 
Cost: $200,000 
Fiscal Year(s): 2014-2015 
Objective: 
The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries are of very high 
importance to U.S. interests. Iran’s nuclear program has threatened 
to impel a nuclear arms race in the region inimical to those interests. 
Yet U.S. understanding of how the GCC states think about strategic 
issues—up to and including how they measure the efficacy and 
sufficiency of the U.S. security umbrella and how they would 
determine whether to acquire nuclear arms of their own—is often 
opaque to the U.S. government.  
CNA, together with the Center for a New American Security, will 
help the U.S. government gain greater insight into how the GCC 
states think and decide on these weighty issues. Among the research 
questions, the team will look at how the individual GCC states 
(Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Qatar, 
and Oman) understand their U.S. security arrangement, perceive the 
threat from Iran, and assess the possibility of autonomous nuclear 
weapons capabilities.  
Approach: 
The project will involve a Track 1.5 or Track 2 dialogue composed 
of U.S., GCC, and possibly third country experts and officials, as 
well as independent research and data gathering.  The project will 
make recommendations for U.S. actions and behaviors that are 
tailored to the individual GCC states.  
 
